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SPC. VAN M. TRAN

Young orphans from the Sungrowon orphanage in downtown Seoul perform a Christmas bell song. The children sang several holi-
day-themed songs during the Christmas party hosted by Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 8th MP Brigade Dec. 23.

For more Sungrowon orphanage coverage, see pages 9-10

USFK general visits troops

m K-9 units’ top dogs to control a crowd

MPs show job
expertise, skills

Cpl. Jung Jung-woo
Sth MP Brigade

K-9 units effectively
used military working

and Special Reaction
Team members showed
their ability to subdue
terrorists during a dem-
onstration for Gen. Leon
J. LaPorte, U.S. Forces
Korea commander, who
visited the 94th MP Bat-

talion’s K-9 kennels Dec.
9 in Yongsan.

About eight SRT mem-
bers spread out, sur-
rounded terrorists and got
them under control.

After their demonstra-
tion, LaPorte spent about
20 minutes with the SRT

Soldiers, talking about
their special equipment
and military careers.

LaPorte showed extra
interest in SRT Soldiers’
high-speed equipment,
such as boots and gloves

See GENERAL, page 3
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Find the Truth

‘Warfighter 7’ thanks MPs for success

The Commander’s Corner is a
bi-weekly feature dedicated to
providing information to the 8th
MP Brigade community. This
issue, Command Sgt. Maj. Nor-
man Hampton, 728th MP Battal-
ion command sergeant major,
wishes his Soldiers an enjoyable
holiday season and thanks them
for a productive, successful year.

Col. Falkner Heard Il
Commander
8th MP Brigade

I would like to take this
opportunity to express
my appreciation for all
the hard work and thank-
less taskings that you
execute on a daily basis.

You truly demonstrate
the highest level of pro-
fessionalism and dedica-
tion to duty in everything
that you do.

I speak for the entire
senior leadership of this
brigade when I say that I
could not be more proud
to be a part of such an

outstanding organization
and family.

You have done a great
job this year on all field
exercises.

You truly
what it means
to be a Soldier,
KATUSA or
civilian in the
“Warfighter”
battalion.

Working the
roads in Korea
or supporting
the  Soldiers
who do has
extra  chal-
lenges, and you have
faced them with utmost
professionalism and cour-
tesy.

I am proud of all the
Soldiers in this battalion.

While being a part of an
Army at war, we all find
ourselves doing our part

&

ot I e S
Command Sgt. Maj.
Norman Hampton

to support the efforts of
those in harms way.

During this holiday sea-
son, we should take the
opportunity to keep our
fellow Soldiers who are
spending this
time  down-
range in our
thoughts and
prayers.

We  should
enjoy this time
together and
appreciate the
fact that our
part is much
less  danger-
ous, yet equally impor-
tant to the freedom of our
nations.

It very well could be
anyone of us who will
find ourselves engaged in
combat this time next
year.

As we look forward to

the coming year, we will
all experience a consider-
able amount of change.

I would encourage each
and everyone of you to
embrace that change and
continue to attack every
challenge with the high-
est level of enthusiasm
and professionalism that
you have demonstrated
up to this point.

Enjoy the company of
your families, friends and
fellow Soldiers during
this much deserved break
in our operational tempo.

Remember to be safe
this holiday season and
use the buddy system.

Be safe, be smart and
have a great time this
holiday season.

Command Sgt. Maj.
Norman Hampton
Command sergeant major
728th MP Battalion

Photojournalist........................
Graphic Design.............cccc......

Col. Falkner Heard Il
Command Sgt. Maj. Freddie Brock
Maj. Jason Smith
Sgt. Sarah Scully
Cpl. Jung Jung-woo
Spc. Van M. Tran
Sgt. Carlos Norat, Spc. Jason Merrell

Contents of The Watchdog are not To
necessarily official views of or en-
dorsed by the U.S. Government, De-
partment of Defense, Department of
the Army or 8th MP Brigade.

The Watchdog, with a circulation of
1,800, is an authorized, unofficial e-
mail newsletter published every other
Friday by the brigade Public Affairs
Office, Building 4763, ATTN: S5/PAO,
HHC 8th MP Bde., Unit 15306, APO

AP 96205.

the brigade PAO.

All editorial content of The Watchdog
is prepared, edited and provided by

suggest  story
ideas or submit copy
for The Watchdog, call
the Public Affairs Office
at DSN 736-3105 or
come to the PAO office
in Building 4763, Yong-
san.

Stories and photos
may also be e-mailed
to the Watchdog editor,
sarah.scully@korea.
army.mil.
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CPL. JUNG JUNG-WOO

Gen. Leon LaPorte, U.S. Forces Korea commander, talks to Pfc. Matt Maves (far left) and Spc. Ryan Simeroth, both SRT members, about their
unusual concealment and protective gear during a visit to see the SRT and K-9 units in action.

From GENERAL, page 1

that are designed to support their
special mission.

Sgt. Brett Smith, a SRT member,
told LaPorte about his protective
gear and Spc. Bradley Klink, an-
other SRT member, had a talk with
LaPorte about his Army-issue
gloves.

“With this special equipment, we
provide security for entry
teams,”’said Spc. Ryan Simeroth,
an SRT member wearing red-man,
a protective gear for defensive tac-
tics training.

LaPorte also saw a table of SRT
gear, including weapons, breach-
ing gear and a range finder, which

CPL. JUNG JUNG-WOO

A military-working dog demonstrates an
attack maneuver on a subject.
is a telescope on a rifle.

“I could use this for golf,” he
joked, looking through the range
finder.

LaPorte went up to the kennel to
see a demonstration of military

working dogs.

Capt. Larry Campbell, the 94th
MP Bn. Headquarters and Head-
quarters Detachment commander,
explained the demonstration, and
Spc. Christopher Jasper, K-9, en-
tered the training area with a pro-
tection suit to prevent injury from
the dogs.

Staff Sgt. Ken Jurish, K-9, and
Jasper played roles of a handler
and criminal.

LaPorte also saw how MPs use a
mobile X-ray screening system,
which provides protection of mili-
tary forces and security check-
points, and heard about its uses.
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Soldiers from 188th MP Company practice dismounting from a Humvee and securing the perimeter during a live-fire exercise for 728th MP Bat-
talion. The Soldiers used lessons learned in Iraq to improve their training scenarios and responses.

MPs train for war scenarios during exercise

Spc. Van M. Tran
Sth MP Brigade

Soldiers from the 188"

MP Company, 728" MP
Battalion, used lessons
learned in Iraq to develop
training scenarios, where
Soldiers learned different
methods such as how to
respond to indirect fire
and small ambushes dur-
ing a live-fire exercise
Dec. 5-9.
"The training was realis-
tic, in the sense of being
able to shoot and move,"
said Spc. Thomara Estes,
188" MP Co.

A MP squad with three
Humvees simulated pa-
trolling a main supply
route when they fell un-

der attack by indirect fire.
The squad leader then
assessed the situation and
importance of the mis-
sion so that effective de-
cisions could be made.

wasn't choreographed,”
said Staff Sgt. Chris
Maisel, 188" MP Co.
“Team leaders were em-
powered to make real-
time choices."

After ana- The Sol-
lyzing the “Team leaders diers trained
situation, using  dry
the squad Were empowered fire, blank
leader made g make real-time fire and live
the decision . " fire  while
to break choices. devising the
contact and Staff Sgt. Chris Maisel  best  and
retreat  to 188th MP Company ~ safest meth-
the rear. ods to neu-

The MP squad returned
fire from a mounted
weapon system until they
had reached a safe dis-
tance out of harms way.

“I liked the fact that it

tralize the enemy.

"It's all about how we
shoot, move and commu-
nicate effectively be-
tween leaders and Sol-
diers," said Staff Sgt. Jay

Wentzel, 188" MP Co.

Not every MP squad
chose to respond to the
attack in the same way.

Different teams of Sol-
diers devised different
tactics, techniques and
procedures for every type
of scenario.

When the exercise came
to an end, the squad lead-
ers and platoon sergeants
of the 188™ MP Co. felt
confident in their ability
to lead Soldiers, said
Maisel.

“If...1 had to lead Sol-
diers into a hostile com-
bat zone, I would have no
doubt that my Soldiers
would have my back,”
said Wentzel.
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MPs award Olympic gold medalist

Spc. Van M. Tran
8th MP Brigade

For 12 weeks, police
officer and Olympic gold
medalist Lee Sun-hee
shared her knowledge
about tae kwon do with
the Soldiers of the
“Watchdog” brigade.

On Dec. 16, Lt. Col.
Andre Curry, Combined
Joint Provost Marshal,
Sgt. Maj. Malcolm Hines,
CJPM, and First Sgt. Mi-
chael Barnes, Headquar-
ters and Headquarters
Company, 8" MP Bri-
gade, presented Lee and
other distinguished per-
sonnel at the Police Com-
prehensive Academy

Spc. VAN M. TRAN

Tae kwon do Olympic gold medalist Lee Sun-hee shakes hands with
First Sgt. Michael Barnes, HHC, 8th MP Brigade first sergeant.

with small tokens of their
appreciation on behalf of
the Soldiers she trained.
“This was my first time
teaching Soldiers, and I

was very nervous,” said
Lee. “In the end, it was a
great experience for me
and I look forward to
teaching again.”

Over the past three
months, Lee taught Sol-
diers tae kwon do. She
took the time out of her
own schedule to teach
Soldiers.

“Having Master Lee
come and teach our Sol-
diers tae kwon do was a
real honor for this bri-
gade, not only because
she is an Olympic gold
medalist, but because she
is great at what she
does,” said Barnes.

The Soldiers who took
advantage of this unique
opportunity also learned
how to use their enemies’
strength  against them
through martial arts.
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NCO represents Army during ceremony

Spc. Van M. Tran
8th MP Brigade

Every year, the Ministry
of Patriots and Veterans
Affairs presents small
gifts to a representative
of each military branch
for their contributions to
the security of Korea.

On Dec. 16, four indi-
viduals symbolically re-
ceived a “DMZ barbed-
wire” memento from the
MPVA on behalf of their
fellow servicemembers.

Other guests included
Gen. Leon J. LaPorte,
U.S. Forces Korea com-
mander, and Lt. Gen.
Charles Campbell, Com-
bined Forces Command,
Eighth U.S. Army and U.

Spc. VAN M. TRAN

Sgt. James Railey, 57th MP Company, (top row, third from left) poses with other military representatives,
members of the Ministry of Patriots and Veterans Affairs, and Army commanders.

uty commander.

Sgt. James Railey, 57"
MP Company, 728" MP
Battalion, was chosen to
represent the Army in
receiving the small token
of appreciation. Railey
was named NCO of the

gade due to his perform-
ance at winning NCO
boards throughout the
year.

“This was a great honor
for me to represent my
fellow Army comrades
that are here serving with

Railey. “This was a
unique opportunity for
me because it’s not every
day you get to represent
the Army.”

“Giving these small to-
kens has been a tradi-
tion,” said Park Yu-chul,

S. Forces command dep- Year by the 8" MP Bri- me in Korea,” said MPVA minister.
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Spc. VAN M. TRAN

Santa Claus, played by Sgt. 1st Class Charles Davis, HHC, 8th MP Brigade, gives a present to
a young boy at the Sungrowon orphanage during a Christmas party Dec. 23. The company
adopted the orphanage housing nearly 40 children about four months ago.

B Soldiers donate
gifts, help orphans
unwrap presents

Sgt. Sarah Scully
Sth MP Brigade

Crowding around Santa Claus,
dozens of orphans received pre-
sents donated from 8th MP Bri-
gade Soldiers at the Sungrowon
orphanage Dec. 23.

Children aged three to nine
clutched brightly-colored packages
— some immediately ripped off the
paper while others carried the gifts
around like treasured prizes.

The Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company of 8th MP Bde.
adopted the orphanage nearly four

months ago, and the “Watchdogs”
wanted to do something special for
the honorary “Watchpups” during
the holiday season.

“At Christmas, you have to share
love with others,” said
Pfc. Yoon Jong-baek,
HHC. “It’s better to do
so with orphans who
need love.”

Around 40 Soldiers and
KATUSAs shared a
meal of pizza and fruit
with the children to start
the festivities at the or-
phanage.

Playing with the or-
phans and carrying the kids on
their shoulders, some Soldiers said
the experience helped them deal
with being away from their own

Chu Jung-oh

Sungrowon

Orphans enjoy Christmas celebration

families during the holidays.

“It helps those of us who have
families way back home who are
not here,” said Sgt. Carmen
Vasquez, S1 clerk, “and it helps
kids who don’t have anybody, es-
pecially at Christmastime.”

The kids wanted to show their
appreciation to the Soldiers and
performed numerous musical skits
before Santa arrived.

Dressed in little outfits — some
wearing reindeer antlers and others
carrying little drums — the children
sang Christmas songs in the Ko-
rean language.

Standing alone before dozens of
people, six-year-old Chu Jung-oh
sang “Silent Night” to an apprecia-
tive audience.

But when Santa Claus walked
into the room, the children cheered
even louder. Minutes later, wrap-
ping paper and discarded boxes
littered the room as the children
opened their presents.

“It’s good to bring some cheer
and joy into the lives of orphans,”
said Sgt. 1* Class Charles
Davis, Long Range Plans,
who volunteered to play
Santa Claus.

Soldiers’ children
played with the Korean
children and the toys re-
ceived during the celebra-
tion.

“There’s no better group
of people you can give to
than kids,” said Lt. Col.
Patrick Williams, deputy com-
manding officer of 8th MP Bde,
whose children attended the fes-
tivities.
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Quotes irom the Doghouse

What are your plans for the
Christmas holiday?

“During the holiday, I'm
going to spend time with
my girlfriend. I have plans
to impress her on Christ-
mas eve.”

Pvt. Oh Chul-rok
HHD, 728th MP Battalion

“I am just going to rest
and catch up on my col-
lege homework.”

Pfc. Jessica Jim
HHD, 94th MP Battalion

“I'm going to Thailand for
the Boy Scout Campboree
with my wife and son.”

Maj. John Adams
HHD, 728th MP Brigade

Saiety Information

The weather is
changing in the Ko-
rean theater of opera-
tions, and Soldiers
should be well pre-
pared for cold days
and freezing nights.

To lessen the risk of
cold weather injuries,
Soldiers
should check

sessment skills  will
help keep everyone
safe this Christmas
and New Year.

The holidays are also
a time of celebration,
and some people
choose to include al-
cohol in the festivities.

If you feel
the need to

weather drink  alco-
forecasts and T hol,  watch
dress accord- SEMSNESP  out for oth-
ingly. Bnlﬂnni ers, drink
Also, the responsibly
number of people trav-  and don’t drive.
eling will increase Remember, stay safe
during the holidays. while having fun and

Be aware of what’s
happening in your sur-
roundings and use the
buddy system.

The use of risk as-

enjoying the holidays
with friends and fam-
ily.

Have a safe and joy-
ous holiday season.

“I will spend the holidays
with friends at the ball in
the Dragon Hill Lodge.”

Spc. Ray Samuels
HHD, 94th MP Battalion

Force Protection
Information

To call the United States Forces Korea Civil
Gathering Hotline, dial 115 when on post.
If in Seoul, dial 02-7914-3004 for Yongsan’s

military police.

If in other area of Korea, Soldiers and their fami-
lies can refer to the emergency phone numbers on
the USFK Status of Forces Agreement card.

Reminder: All USFK personnel and their fam-
ily members are required to carry a SOFA card
at all times.

Be safe and use the buddy system.
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Quotes irom the Doghouse New Soldiers

O|I:I_-| aaﬁ[”.ﬁ §I_OEI 94th MP Battalion
S0Oto| H =27

Sgt. Jason Mace, 31B
Pfc. Ryan Sharpe, 63B
Pfc. Abbey Schallhorn, 31E

| oy} Pvt. Patrick quksey, 31B
wret ol ui Pfc. Marcus Kristunas, 31B

P Spc. Taccarra Davenport, 91W

4 Staff Sgt. Samuel Betancourt, 31B
oW M= 728th MP Battalion

Pvt. Michael Williams, 52D
Pvt. Anthony Williams, 31B
Staff Sgt. Angela Koch, 31B

14th MP Detachment

Sgt. Dennis Smith, 31B

Sgt. Shamis Harvey, 31B
A AAFH A
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oA dele Holxgk A
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B

B For more information, contact the
1st Replacement Company at Yongsan.

A7 P S
e Upcoming Events
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Christmas holiday...................... Dec. 24-27

New Year holiday.................. Dec. 31-Jan. 3




